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Appendix B: Letters of Support 

Letters of support have been included from the following parties: 

1 Governor Beshear and Governor Daniels 
2 Mayor Abramson – Louisville, Kentucky 
3 Mayor Eberle – City of Prospect, Kentucky 
4 Mayor England – Civil City of New Albany, Indiana 
5 Senator Bayh (Indiana) 
6 Senator Lugar (Indiana)  
7 State Representative Hill (Kentucky – House District 9) 
8 State Representative Clere (Indiana – House District 72) 
9 State Representative Stemler (Indiana – House District 71) 
10 Advanced Manufacturing & Logistics Network 
11 Genentech 
12 Greater Louisville Inc. 
13 Hispanic Latino Business Council 
14 Kentuckians for Better Transportation 
15 One Southern Indiana  
16 River Ridge Commerce Center 
17 The Bridges Coalition 
18 Town of Clarksville 
 











 
 
 
 
 
 
August 21, 2010 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary, US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: TIGER II Grant for the Ohio River Bridges Project 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the City of Prospect, Kentucky in support of the request of the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky and the State of Indiana for a Tiger II Grant to fund the Ohio River 
Bridges Project (ORBP).  The City of Prospect is a suburban city within Jefferson County, 
Kentucky and Louisville Metro Government.  We are situated on the Ohio River at the location of 
one of the two bridges to be built in the ORBP.  Both the city’s former mayor and I have long 
supported the comprehensive traffic solution for Kentucky and Indiana which the ORBP 
provides.  Prospect’s residents and officials have been directly involved with the bridges project 
for over 15 years.  Public meetings have always been well attended and it is widely perceived that 
additional studies would serve only to increase the costs of the project in time and dollars.  
 
The specifics of the ORBP are designed to improve cross-river traffic mobility between Kentucky 
and Indiana.  The Project is essential to the safety, well-being and economic health of the region’s 
residents and the thousands of motorists who utilize the three interstates which will be served by 
the bridges.  Included in the project is construction of a new “east end” bridge connecting eastern 
Jefferson County, Kentucky with counties in southern Indiana, completing the region’s I-265 loop 
and shortening travel distances; as well as a new “downtown” bridge span easing traffic patterns, 
eliminating congestion and improving air quality in downtown Louisville and southern Indiana.  
Improving the downtown intersection of north-south routes I-71 and I-65 and east-west route I-64 
(commonly referred to as “Spaghetti Junction”) is equally important as construction of the east 
end bridge.  The ORBP Project has provided a well conceived and long-needed overall plan to 
resolve chronic problems created by an outdated transportation scheme.  There is a critical need 
to complete construction of the bridges and provide the growing metropolitan area with a safe, 
comprehensive regional traffic plan.     

 
   
 
 
 

Todd B. Eberle  
 Mayor  
  
 
 
  



 
 

In addition to transportation safety, reduced congestion and improved air quality for the 
metropolitan Louisville region, completion of this project is crucial to maintaining the region’s 
economy.  It is also critical in order to facilitate the flow of commerce between other 
metropolitan economies including Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Lexington, Columbus, Chicago, 
Nashville, Memphis, Evansville, St. Louis and cities beyond.  The Louisville metropolitan area 
continues to grow in importance as a uniquely situated logistics center given its location in both 
the geographic and population center of the country, its river commerce with ports on the Ohio 
River, its recent establishment as United Parcel Service’s main U.S. air hub, and the convergence 
of three major interstate highways.  For that reason, the Ohio River Bridges Project has 
consistently been identified as one of the area’s top priorities and has long enjoyed the strong 
support of local business, labor and government leaders across both Kentucky and Indiana.   

 
We are pleased with the progress made to date in continuing to move this project forward.  The 
award of a TIGER II grant would further strengthen efforts underway to build an innovative 
financial plan that would help to attract private sector funding to this development and hasten the 
start date for construction.  We hope that you can give your assistance in bringing it to reality.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Todd B. Eberle 

 
 

Todd B. Eberle 
Mayor, City of Prospect KY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 

 

August 20, 2010 

 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 

Secretary 

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

 

I am writing today in support of the TIGER II grant application submitted in support of 

the Ohio River Bridges Project (ORBP).  The ORBP is a comprehensive traffic solution that is 

designed to improve cross river traffic mobility between Kentucky and Indiana and is essential to 

the safety and well-being of thousands of motorist who utilize these interstates each year. 

 

The Ohio River Bridges Project has consistently been identified as one of the area’s top 

priorities.  This project enjoys unprecedented support from local, industry and governmental 

leaders from both states.  This initiative will also provide a needed economic boost to both 

communities.  It is estimated that the project will help to create more than 56,000 jobs within this 

region.  Included in the project is the construction of a new east end bridge that will connect 

Southern Indiana and Louisville’s east end, a new downtown bridge that will travel between 

downtown Louisville and downtown Jeffersonville, and the reconfiguration of Spaghetti 

junction. 

 

I want to be helpful to community leaders as they work to improve the quality of life 

within their communities.  I would greatly appreciate your careful consideration of this grant 

application.  Please add my letter of support to this project and send any response to my Southern 

Indiana Regional Director, Kenton Wooden.  You may reach Mr. Wooden at (812) 218-2317 or 

1201 E. Tenth St., Jeffersonville, IN 47130. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Evan Bayh 

United States Senator 
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August 23, 2010 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: TIGER II Grant – Ohio River Bridges Project 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
On behalf of my employees at Genentech and the individuals and other organizations that comprise the 
Bridges Coalition, I’d like to express our support for the efforts of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the 
State of Indiana to request a Tiger II Grant for the Ohio River Bridges Project (ORBP).   
 
The ORBP is the most pressing issue our community faces.  It provides a comprehensive traffic solution 
to the traffic and congestion issues that are negatively influencing our region’s safety, quality of life, and 
economic progress.   
 
The ORBP includes the construction of two new bridges to connect Kentucky and Indiana, and the re-
building of an improved interchange of I-65, I-64 and I-71.  This interchange is currently called “Spaghetti 
Junction,” with good reason: 
 

• Louisville Metro Area traffic congestion ranks second-worst among mid-sized American cities, 
and includes the 11th worst bottleneck in the nation 

• There are twice as many daily accidents in the poorly designed Spaghetti Junction compared to 
other urban highway interchanges 

 
These congestion and safety issues significantly impact my employees and our ability to move our 
products in and out of our primary U.S. distribution center and can impact our ability to delivery our 
important therapies to patients with serious illnesses.  If the ORBP does not move forward, our region’s 
congestion issues will further choke our economy and the future of our business in this area.. 
 
Kentucky and Indiana are working together to develop a plan to fund the ORBP and the addition of a 
TIGER II grant will greatly expedite this necessary effort.  The sooner we can move forward with 
construction, the less expensive the project will be, and the sooner our region can realize its incredible 
benefits.  Time is our enemy, speed of execution is critical to reducing costs and realizing benefits. 
 
I urge you give the Ohio River Bridges Project’s application for a TIGER II grant every consideration.  
Thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
Jeffrey S. Uligian 
Site Head, Kentucky Distribution Center 
Director, Distribution Management North America 











 

 

 

August 18, 2010 

 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 

RE: TIGER II Grant-Ohio River Bridges Project 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 

I support the efforts of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the State of Indiana to request a Tiger II 
Grant for the Ohio River Bridges Project (ORBP). The ORBP is a comprehensive traffic solution that will improve 
cross river traffic mobility between Kentucky and Indiana.  It is essential to the safety and well-being of 
thousands of motorists who utilize these interstates each year. 

  
Included in the project is the construction of a new bridge in the community’s east end that will 

connect Southern Indiana and Louisville and create a much needed loop with I-265; a new downtown bridge 
between downtown Louisville and downtown Jeffersonville that addresses some of the safety issues that 
currently exist, while  alleviating much of the  congestion and gridlock that currently occurs during peak travel 
times; and the reconfiguration of the interchange of I-64, I-65 and I-71 in downtown Louisville (Spaghetti 
junction) which is ranked as one of the country’s worst traffic interchanges and has twice the accident rate of 
other interstates within Kentucky. 

  
 Completion of this project is critical to maintaining this region’s economic competitiveness and is 

essential to Louisville’s top economic development niches—logistics and healthcare.  As such, the Ohio River 
Bridges Project has consistently been identified as one of the area’s top priorities and this project enjoys 
unprecedented support from community, industry and governmental leaders from both states.  This initiative 
will also provide a needed economic boost to both communities and help to create more than 56,000 jobs 
within this region. 

 
I am pleased and proud of the progress we have made in continuing to move this project forward.  The 

award of a TIGER II grant would further strengthen efforts underway to build an innovative financial plan that 
would help to attract private sector funding to this development and expedite the start date for construction.  
Your assistance in making this happen is greatly appreciated. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Michael Dalby 
President/CEO 
One Southern Indiana 








